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From the Reference Desk
by Tom Gilson  (Head, Reference Services, Addlestone Library, College of Charleston, 66 George Street, Charleston, SC 29401; 
Phone: 843-953-8014;  Fax: 843-953-8019)  <gilsont@cofc.edu>
Given the pivotal role that the Arab-Israe-li conflict occupies in world events, it is obviously deserving of a multivolume 
reference work that untangles its complicated 
history.  In the recently released Encyclopedia	
of the Arab-Israeli Conflict (2008, 978-1-
85109-841-5, $395) from ABC-CLIO, there is 
now an encyclopedia worthy of the task.  
Edited by the prolific and highly regarded 
military historian Spencer C. Tucker, the first 
three volumes of this set boasts more than 750 
entries in which the last volume consists of 
168 relevant primary source documents.  The 
articles range from biographies of influential 
thinkers, politicians and military men to entries 
that cover specific places and events as well 
as entries covering influential organizations, 
ideas and movements and military weapons 
and technology.  Added to these, there are also 
a number of broader survey articles like those 
discussing the history of Palestine, the geog-
raphy of the Middle East, water rights and re-
sources, and important archaeological sites and 
projects in the region.  The documents volume 
starts with a letter from Lord Palmerston to 
Viscount Beauvale dated June 28, 1839 stat-
ing the British desire to preserve the Ottoman 
Empire from partitioning while the last is an 
excerpt from the Program of the Palestinian 
Authority National Unity Government dated 
March 17, 2007.  The articles are grounded in 
recent scholarship and written in a factual and 
even-handed fashion.  Each has a bibliography 
containing citations from recent sources.  The 
set also contains clear and well produced maps 
and is illustrated by black and white photos. 
In addition, there is a useful categorical index 
as well as a general index providing specific 
access to all four volumes.  
It is not an exaggeration to say that an aware-
ness of the Arab-Israeli conflict is essential to 
understanding the underlying context of issues 
ranging from terrorism to religious fanaticism 
to the geopolitical importance of oil.  By pro-
viding a scholarly and balanced reference work 
on the people, issues and historic framework 
that defines the Arab-Israeli conflict, Tucker 
and his team of contributors have made an 
invaluable contribution.  The topic coverage 
and scholarly content in these four volumes 
offer a thorough and 
comprehensive 
perspective of a 
struggle that has 
helped define recent world history.  The En-
cyclopedia of the Arab-Israeli Conflict is a set 
that will be in high demand by both academic 
libraries, as well as larger public libraries. 
Sandwiched in between the First World 
War and the Great Depression, the 1920s, 
or as they are often called, the Roaring Twen-
ties, still hold fascination for many. Feeding 
this enduring interest is a new two-volume 
chronology entitled Day	by	Day:	the	Twenties	
(2008, 978-0-8160-7183-8, $193.05) published 
by Facts on File. 
Edited by Rodney P. Carlisle, Profes-
sor Emeritus at Rutgers, these two volumes 
provide students and interested researchers a 
cavalcade of facts about events, not just in the 
United States, but in Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East, Latin America and the Caribbean, and 
Asia and the Pacific.  However, that being said, 
this set still focuses predominantly on events 
here in the United States.  Major categories 
of coverage include U.S. Politics and Social 
Issues, Foreign Policy and Defense as well as 
the Economy and the Environment.  And while 
there are also broader sections on Science, 
Technology, and Nature as well as Culture, 
Leisure, and Lifestyle, these too are dominated 
by U.S. events.
The set is introduced by a brief history 
of the Twenties which is followed by a year 
by year decade summary providing overall 
highlights.  Nonetheless, the vast majority 
of this reference is taken up by a day by day 
chronology of events related to the regions and 
categories mentioned above.  Most entries are 
brief and to the point describing the event, its 
facts and personalities.  This is followed by a 
general index that “refers to all daily entries… 
keyed to page numbers and column headings.” 
The indexing for each entry is then organized 
by year when necessary.  By and large this ar-
rangement is satisfactory when a topic has few 
entries.  However, in cases like the names of 
famous people or individual countries, the en-
tries can be so numerous that even though they 
are organized by year, it can be tedious trying 
to find exactly what you are looking for. 
Regardless, Day	 by	 Day:	 the	 Twenties 
fulfills its overall purpose nicely.  It is loaded 
with both landmark national events and note-
worthy local occurrences that helped define 
the decade.  Historians of the era as well as the 
general reader in need of a few facts will be 
drawn to it.  Both academic and larger public 
libraries where there is need should give it 
strong consideration.
Day	by	Day:	the	Twenties is part of Facts 
on File’s series of decade long chronologies. 
The series starts with these volumes on 
the Twenties and ends with a set covering 
the Nineties.  They can also be purchased 
as a group (2008, 978-0-8160-7688-8, 
$1,372.80).  
Routledge has just published an academic 
title that could also draw an interested audience 
in larger public libraries.  The	Encyclopedia	
of	 the	 Historical	 Jesus (2008, 978-0-415-
97569-8, $90) is a single-volume work that 
incorporates up to date insights into the life and 
times of Jesus of Nazareth.  Consisting of 227 
entries written by 110 international scholars, 
the articles here take into consideration current 
archaeology and the ongoing publication of 
primary materials, as well as past scholarship, 
in an attempt to create a balanced treatment.  
The Encyclopedia is built around a number 
of major themes.  Providing context there are 
articles that cover background literature like 
the Dead Sea Scrolls as well as entries that 
discuss Old Testament figures referenced in the 
Gospels.  There are also those that deal with 
the history of the New Testament within the 
milieu of the Roman Empire along with those 
that focus on contemporary institutions like 
Jewish Festivals and the Temple.  Of course 
major events and important figures in Jesus’ 
life are included as are articles that address his 
teachings and the individual Gospel accounts. 
Another theme getting considerable attention is 
the diversity of scholarly contribution reflected 
by varying viewpoints ranging from those of 
N.T. Wright to those of the Jesus Seminar. 
In addition, diverse theoretical issues and 
concepts are treated ranging from the Jesus 
tradition in Paul’s writings to the meaning of 
Discipleship, and from the notion of the Divine 
Man to the Messianic Secret.  Aside from the 
thoughtfully written articles, the bibliographies 
are an impressive feature containing numer-
ous citations from both scholarly books and 
articles.  There is one minor problem and it is 
the use of abbreviations for the journal titles 
in these citations.  One can make an educated 
guess, but it would have been helpful to have 
them spelled out or to have provided a list of 
titles with the abbreviations.
The Encyclopedia	of	the	Historical	Jesus 
draws from scholarship both mainstream 
and controversial to provide a multifaceted 
impression of the historic Jesus.  In doing so, 
it embodies an active field of study that often 
creates as many questions as it answers.  Given 
this, the Encyclopedia does not pretend to be 
the final word.  Instead it is a valuable marker 
of the current state of Jesus studies. 
Interest in the life of Jesus and the world he 
lived in is abiding and deep so this reference 
could have a home in a number of libraries. 
Academic libraries supporting religious studies 
may want copies for either reference or circula-
tion depending on need while, given the price, 
larger public libraries may find it more suitable 
for their reference collections.
Sage’s recent Encyclopedia	of	Psychology	
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and	Law (2008, 978-1412951890, $350) is a 
subject encyclopedia that, as often is the case, 
attempts to define an emerging discipline.  It 
assumes a broad mandate reflecting recent 
scholarship and practice from various fields 
of psychology as they relate to the law.  At the 
same time it draws, “from the related discipline 
of criminal justice.”  Accordingly, the result is 
a two-volume encyclopedia that tries to make 
sense of an “array of contemporary and histori-
cal psychology and law topics” with more than 
300 entries.  
Fortunately, lending organization to this 
set by pulling together related entries, there is 
a Reader’s Guide that lists individual articles 
under 17 categories.  These categories range 
from Criminal Competencies to the Psychol-
ogy of Policing and from Mental Health Law 
to Violence Risk Assessment.  As a result, 
coverage runs from articles on the competency 
to stand trial and the capacity to waive Miranda 
rights, to those that discuss profiling, police 
stress, institutionalization, forcible medica-
tion and specific assessment tools like the 
Novaco Anger Scale and the Hare Psychopathy 
Checklist. 
As you would expect, articles focus on 
both the legal and psychological aspects of the 
topic.  For example the article on Competency 
for Execution discussed legal standards and 
constitutionality as well as assessment of, and 
treatment for, restoring competency.  Each 
article has a useful bibliography and in addi-
tion to the Reader’s Guide mentioned above, 
there are “see also” references linking related 
articles.  Although intended for scholarly and 
professional audiences, the articles are acces-
sible to the informed lay reader.  
As is common with reference works that 
try to bridge disciplines, the more time spent 
familiarizing yourself with the contents the 
more useful the resources becomes.  Encyclo-
pedia	of	Psychology	and	Law is no exception. 
Academic libraries that support criminal justice 
and psychology of law courses will want to 
consider it, as will interested professionals in 
need of background information.
continued on page 64
Book Reviews — Monographic Musings
Column Editor: Debbie Vaughn  (College of Charleston)  <vaughnd@cofc.edu> 
Column	 Editor’s	 Note: 
Let me offer you a hypothetical scenario:  you 
are a reference librarian working your desk 
shift and a patron requests assistance with a 
research paper about the history of Mexican 
food.  The caveat:  your patron is not allowed 
to use Google (or any other free Web tool) to 
find information about said topic.  Ahh — your 
patron has been given an exercise not only 
in writing, but in learning how to research 
“old school.”  What is a librarian to do? 
request for assistance with citations.  How 
convenient that the Modern	 Language	As-
sociation has put forth a third edition of their 
popular and handy MLA	Style	Manual	and	
Guide	to	Scholarly	Publishing.  Making her 
Monographic Musings debut, Jannette	Finch, 
College	 of	 Charleston	 North	 Campus and 
Lowcountry	 Graduate	 Center	 Librarian, 
offers a valuable overview of the new edi-
tion and captures several of the differences 
Fortunately, Greenwood	Press recently pub-
lished Latino	Food	Culture.	Food	Cultures	
in	America	— something to consider when 
helping satisfy your patron’s research needs. 
ATG reviewer Phillip	Powell examines this 
new title that covers Latin American cuisine 
and its history.
Continuing with our hypothetical scenario, 
as a reference librarian you are well aware 
that a patron request for help with any sort 
of paper is often accompanied by a patron 
continued on page 67
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Serious	fans	of	college	basketball	will	wel-
come	a	recent	three-volume	set	from	McFarland.	
Atlantic Coast Conference Men’s Basketball 
Games	(2008,	9780786429370,	$295)	provides	
a	barrage	of	facts	and	statistics	about	the	most	
storied	conference	 in	 the	game	 from	 the	 start	
















accumulating	 this	 information	 from	newspa-
pers	 located	 throughout	 the	ACC.	 	 (Many	of	




contacted	 the	 schools	directly.	 	 In	 short,	 this	
was	a	major	 commitment	of	 time	along	with	
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conscientious	 and	painstaking	 research.	 	The	
result	is	a	comprehensive	reference	set	devoted	
to	arguably	 the	most	 important	 conference	 in	
college	basketball.		Basketball	historians	as	well	
as	serious	fans	will	treasure	O’Hara’s	Atlantic 









Literary Research Guide: an Annotated List-

















Each	 entry	 contains	 full	 bibliographic	
information	along	with	annotations.	 	Besides	
the	highly	selective	and	scholarly	nature	of	the	






As	 a	 single	volume	 resource	 surveying	 a	












A	 broader	 perspective	 on	 the	 reference	
literature	is	offered	by	the	second	bibliography	
referred	 to	above.	ALA’s	Reference Sources 
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it gets treated and refined by accommodating 
copyeditors.	
Maybe	the	faculty	at	Harvard	in	the	arts	
and	sciences,	 and	now	 in	 the	 law	school,	or	
those	 who	 have	 followed	 suit	 at	Stanford’s 
School of Education	 think	 their	 prose	 is	
beyond	reproach	and	in	need	of	no	such	patch-
ing	and	repairing.		Wrong!		Two	of	the	three	




faculty	 freely	available	on	 the	 Internet	seem	
completely	oblivious	to	this	danger	of	expos-
ing so much bad and error-filled writing.  Now 
they	 would	 prefer,	 of	 course,	 to	 have	 PDFs	
of the final articles as published mounted on 
Harvard’s	institutional	repository.		But	surely	
they	are	not	naïve	enough	to	think	that	most	
publishers	 will	 comply	 with	 their	 wish,	 at	
the	risk	of	undermining	their	own	businesses	
—	and	I	 include	here	university	presses	and	
society publishers as well as for-profit com-
panies.	 	To	 avoid	 potential	 embarrassment,	














substituting	 payment	 of	 OA	 fees,	 with	 little	
likelihood	that	the	overall	costs	of	the	system	




teaching	 in	 the	 classroom	 or	 simply	 sharing	
knowledge	with	colleagues	around	the	world,	
unedited versions would suffice.  But even at 
this	level	there	are	risks	of	propagating	errors,	
as	 in	 mistakes	 in	 quotations	 that	 once	 used	




quoted	 them	 correctly.	 	 (My	 correspondent	
who edits articles for science journals confirms 
the	seriousness	of	this	problem:	“Huge	errors	
can	creep	into	the	literature	when	authors	use	
preprint	 [unedited,	 unreviewed]	 versions	 of	






is	 provided	 by	 good	 copyediting	 is	 a	 value	
worth	paying	for,	and	libraries	would	do	well	
to reflect whether their needs as repositories of 
authoritative	knowledge	would	be	well	served	
by	relying	on	anything	but	the	versions	of	ar-
ticles that are in their very final form, suitable 






to	 be	 taught	 responsible	 scholarly	 methods,	
and	scholars,	because	they	have	a	professional	
obligation	to	their	peers	to	do	so.




by	Malcolm Wright	and	J. Scott Armstrong	
in	 the	March/April	2008	 issue	of	 Interfaces,	




faces.pdf).  Their first paragraph neatly sum-
marizes	the	nature	and	extent	of	the	problem:	
“The growth of scientific knowledge requires 
the	 correct	 reporting	 of	 relevant	 studies.	
Unfortunately,	 current	 procedures	 give	 little	
assurance	that	authors	of	papers	published	in	
leading	academic	journals	follow	this	practice.	
Instead,	 the	evidence	suggests	 that	 research-
ers	 often	 do	 not	 read	 the	 relevant	 research	
papers.	 	This	 manifests	 itself	 in	 two	 ways:	
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that the rates would be significantly higher 
without	the	intervention	of	copyeditors.
















of	 access	 to	 reliable	 online	 resources	 for	
fact-checking,	 reference-checking,	 and	 even	










directly benefited from it realize.








“knowledge”	 is	 communicated	 clearly	 and	
accurately.  























prices,	as	any	Amazon search will confirm.  The 
availability	of	free	reference	Websites	also	plays	
into	this	rationale.














librarians new to the field as well as students 
may	also	want	to	add	it	to	their	personal	collec-
tions.		
